Odessa: Counter-Idyll
So she turned the kitten around and made him lie the way he
ought to.
That's not the way to sleep! she said.
Your back should be upon the bed 5
Across the bed, the sheets and spread 3
The pillows underneath your head.
So she went down to finish her supper, and when she came back,
what do you think she found?
Nor sheets nor spread
Nor furry head.
Whiskers and stripes was under the bed.
Is that the way to sleep? she said. What a silly, silly kitten!
And then the little girl decided that she ought to wash the
kitten.
So she went and got a washrag
And a cake of scented soap
And hot water from the kettle
In a pretty china cup.
But when she put him in the water
And got ready for a rub,
The kitten didn't want to wash
And bolted from the tub.
Whoever saw such a silly, silly kitten!
So the little girl decided to teach the kitten to talk.
She said to the kitten: Old wo-man.
And the kitten said: Miaow.
She said: Horse.
And the kitten said: Miaow.
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